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Lamers-Noble of Hangtown Saber Wins Regional Youth Circuit
DIAMOND SPRINGS, CA (November 13, 2013): Julian Lamers-Noble of Camino won the USA Fencing Regional Youth Circuit event for fencers 14 and under in Redwood City on November 3.

“This is Julian’s first gold medal, and it’s probably more a testament to the development of his mental game than his physical one,” said his coach, Ted Smith, of Hangtown Saber Club. “He’s had the technique and physical skills to dominate his age group for a while now but he had to believe that before he could win.” 


Lamers-Noble was unbeaten through the seeding portion of the event, defeating the initial number one seed along the way. He headed into direct elimination as the new number one seed. After a dominating 15/3 win over #8 seed Robert Vidovsky, he notched a comfortable 15/8 win over #4 seed Brandon Huey before winning the final over #2 seed  Robin Jeffry by the same score.

“My parents have taught me that hard work and perseverance make all things possible,” said Lamers-Noble, who turned 14 a few weeks ago. “Even though I live in a small town my training is world class. Thank you to my coaches Ted, Chaz and Vern!”

Also competing at the RYC were Rithik and Resya Sastry of El Dorado Hills. Rithik was competing in Youth-12 for the first time. “He got a little tight in the seeding portion of the event,” said Coach Smith. “The kids were a lot bigger than what he faced in Youth-10 and he started forcing his actions.” Even though he was competitive in each of his pool bouts, he ended up winless. Bouncing back, Rithik won his first direct elimination bout 15-12 over the #8 seed Apolo Orpilla. He lost his next bout to the number one seed and eventual gold medalist, and placed 8th.

His sister, Resya, faced a tough field in the Youth-14 event, and went 3/3 in her seeding pool. “Resya has been fencing less time than most of the athletes she faced,” said Coach Smith. “And she demonstrated greater depth in her game than any of them, even when she lost.”  Seeded 6th into the direct elimination, Resya struggled with the #11 seed Elicia Chiu and inconsistency from the referee, losing 5/15. She placed 9th.
~more~


USAF Regional Youth Circuits are held across the country throughout the competitive season and include 10, 12 and 14 and under events. This Regional Youth Circuit drew fencers from throughout Northern California.

###
Hangtown Saber Club specializes in saber fencing. Classes, held at Lord’s Gym in Diamond Springs, CA, are open to boys and girls from 9 to 16. Fencing is one of the original sports included in the modern Olympics, and is often referred to as “physical chess.” The U.S. fencing team brought home six medals from the Beijing Olympics—five in saber. One of those medalists was James Williams, a long-time student of Coach Smith. 
